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ja ]irmediat< Iv iiftrr the House wa6 callpd to order, Mr.
of H .ison, offered the following resolution :

|ji;t<uived, Tli-: a joint committee consisting of nine on

Mir p.ut of the liouse, and si .0 the part of the Senate, be

l;i,,.i:n!ca to enquire into th« expediency of moving the ca-

of the Commonwealth, from the City of Richmond,
a K solved, That said committee further enquire into and

to the General Ao^mbly a more central and cunv©-

lit.nt location for the sam?, where the executive of the com-

ji.-nwealth car discharge htscons.itufional (unctions without

j;:- ecting the dignity of the office to insult, and his mun-

s to ihreateucti and overt acts 01 violence.

jn. Robinson of /^?"hniond city, said tint a slave had been

iiuaced by the C oration Court ot Richmond, to be pun-

y.J with »!ej:h, and the Governor, in th>i exorcise of the

;>x!ty conferred on him by the constitution and the laws,
! ; rJf-red a commutation of his punishment by direction
,' be transported beyond the United States. He believ-

,h- Governor had t'XCi ised the power not only lawf"''y,
conscientiously. \ ei there were differences of opinion

10 it, and some of the citizens had h'.!d a meeting
iJ expressed their sentiments on the subject. ISTo just ex-

Iptioa could be n;kt n to their right peaceably to express
Ifir opnions in a pubiic meeting, even by persons who

.Ijjt)! think such action unnecessary. But if anv of them

HjJ i;crc to the Kxecutive mansion in a noisy and tumultu

&u$ manner to insult the Governor or annoy his family, be

ljUs. of theexecuiive action, he, (Air. R.) won' look upo.;
ii c uJi'Ci, not with approbation, but with reprobation

Spacer duct, he thought, should be examined into by the

c'ssututed authorities of the city; and he anticipated such

examination. Still lie was very willing the matter should

I,.. intubated by a committee of the Legislature. But he

»jj entitling to s^e a resolution adopted which assumed as

j fjct, tint tlu* executive could not, in this city, discharge
r..s tfcuii-1 functions, wi'hout being subjected to insult

jnd l.i* mansion to violence. He bought no resolution
.a.'ultlteadopted, importing that it wus neeesaary on any
}A-tj {rf-urd to remove the seat ot Government.

.Mr. Rofisso.v moved to strike out all the rest of the last
ffs'.lutn'n front the word "where;" that part of the resolu¬
te u .-i based upon the ground that the Chief Executive of
tie C-'iiRt-nwealtli could not discharge his duties hereon
arfuso! f ib'-' citizens; he thought it unnecessary to insert

ficn hng^ee as that at this time-.
Mr. G oi>£ of Bedford followed Mr. Robin»ox of Rich¬

mond O v, and eaid: 1 venture to nssert, Mr. Speaker, that

i: :n-- free citizens of Virginia could have heard what 1

lieardSKJ witiics- v! wh'it 1 witnessed, last night, around
the rtu' Jion < t t'.cir Governor, there would have been one

uo:«c:*-! r.urst of indignation, so long, loud and deep, that

i: w.'ulJ have *.itaken this entire State from centre to cir-
c.rci'trraee. S.r, it is r.ot only because the esteemed in-
d.vil;il «'/io now occupies that executive mansion, has
but) in?u and annoyed by a senseless and infuriated

'In: I new use to address the House. The insult was
set cocamd ;j h:m. The Commonwealth of Virginia has j
oftr .fi-vrattd. The constituency of every gentleman upon

'

S or fuve been grossly insulted; and I maintain that
It beunden duty of the representatives of the peoplo
.jiiphuld the violated dignity and vindicate the insulted'
frwor of the Coaimonwejlth. 1 employ strong language, I
Mr. Speaker, but 1 stand up here to give utterance to tht»
iaJi?nant leelincs that 1 know will stir within the bosoms
of tiie outraged freem-ts of my own county, when the
c "gra^tfui semes, occurring here at the capital of Virginia,
MjiI have been published abroad in the land. Sir, if there
is any thing on earth which I hive loved to contemplate, it
iujbeen ^tlie fair fame and untarnished escutcheon of this
aotvjred Commonwealth. If there is anything which I have
deichtrd to dwell upon, it has been the high-toned charac¬
ter, manly bearing and chivalrous sentiment of her law-lov-
ia» snd I tw-ahtding people. But 1 witnessed scenes last
a:<Ai which caused me to hang my head in sitam.; and 1
.j ill that burning indignation which anv man must feci
«:.<n he sees an iosult and an indignity oii'ored to his mo-

ser. ^ir, his it cotno to this, that tho Chief Magistiata of
se Commonwealth can be openly and grossly insulted, be-

sr-rne of his fellow-cittzeni may differ with him as to

as propriety of his executive conduct? Has it come to

ai«, that an excited and inflamed mob, in this cily, can gath-
f aroiir.i1 that house, where the suffrages of the people of the
vhclt S'.aU have placed him, and insult him with every op-
frjtirieus epithet in the English language? Sir, I am not

hjre to speak* ol the propriety of this exercise of pow'eron the

pirt of the Executive.there is a higher question involved,
hot not here to dispute the right ol the citizens of Rich¬
mond :. ussemble together in indignation meetings, to can¬

vas :ti? acts of the Executive, and denounce him, if
thty d; ;osp, for his official conduct. This is one of the
higih prerogatives of a free and independent people,
in.'l would be the lart man on earth to abridge the libeity

h. Cut I do deny the right of the people of Rich-
Mid 10curs» the Governor of this Commonwealth to his
iicf, for an ..''Tidal act. I do deny their right to assemble
ircjnd his house, utter d-jep proans and tiis-ies, throw stones

snis vv'ndotvs, threateu to break down his doors, pronounce
S.u a New York abolitionist, and insult him with every op-
; vwi.s epithet, known to the language. I do deny their
rjtit to al.itm and frighten the female members of his fam-
Lr. 1 wisti to do no injustice to tha City of Richmond. 1

that a lirge majority of her citizens must be mortified
md disgiiMe't at the disgraceful proceedings of Friday night;
m: tf thi-i city is to t.ecomo the theatre for those disgrace-
:ul riots thit sr> often occur in the Northern cities.if mob
la* is to rut. he hour here.if public decency is to ba vio-
atod, and public morals outraged.if the private residence
)f the Governor is to be inv.aded, I want the people of Vir-
rini«to know i', and. my word for it, thtir capital can be lo-

'utrd clsiirlitre!
.Mr. Kch ls of Monroe had witnessed last night these

ho6t disgraeeful scents; but he also thought that the citi-
*!w ./f Kichmr-nd were disgusted at them. He would ven-

! jrc to sjy that when the people of his section of the State
'nould hur of tho transactions, they would be as much
i«cuFtrd alsj. But he was compelled to vote for the reso-
-!i'<l>J.
Mr. \ skbv of .Northampton felt indignant at th-i procced-

ig« of I irt evening. He oid not wish to palliate the con-

.ct of thut disgraceful mob; but he did not think the reso-

j .'.ioas were in a proper form. He did think though, that
i,5)r»pr< jar rt 'olmions might he introduced to vindicate the
pita..: ,1 iht- ('uief r>ioi;isirute ol this Commonwealth.
2 Mr. Andes-o.v of Richmond city, had seen the calls In

It>l.iiiy i-apers for a meeting, but he did not anticipate that
uchsvents would characterize their proceedings, nor was
^ a»arj of iliem until this morning. He took this oppor-
attiiy to txptess his entire confidence in the Governor, and
ttwe here to denounce this disgraceful conduct as a repre-
Kotjtiie nf the people. If thr? citizcns of tno city wished

;..y to express tticir views on the subject, ha thought
.' t (.u d be no objection. This outr».ge was commitied
I -ifiv ii.t.-ting adjourned by a very smill cuilectiwn com-

'.¦r..tlj w jih the meeting, t .d the citizens of Richmond
.tiddenounce it. He asked gentlemen to think well be-

:ii'> Hi tea.
?* TALiArenRO of Gloucester, opposed to the mo-

f t:ie gentleman Ironi Richmond city (Mr. Robinson.)
. fiv rr'>f;i! SBniiineiit of Richmond would permit such

ngalnst any man, irich lees the Governor ol
li<! would have to support the original resolutions.

Ifi id conducted strangers sojourning hero about this city,
'*nj*»jni.-d to this, the capitol of his State, with pleaKure.
He*. .an admirer of the institution of slavery.thought it
a bkv;t:<r, but he did no: think the General Assembly should
s^fesuth sccnesas characterized last evening. It wps the
"Msij that assembled in the City Hall, which spurred on

"mc'.Ivu went to the Governor's house and perpetrated
ir,J* -.'graceful acts, not at all in acco.dance with the old

and Lnglis'i sense of justice, which alwaysad-
". . iJ-.at a man should be heard in his defenco before any
».- n was taken relative thereto. He did not wish to move

'"fCtiitol.he wanted it still to 6tand here in the city oi

Jt<Seven Hills. near the Monument to the Father of his
L'xnirv.but he thought it should be located in a place
*r,er» a niy;a| sense of justice would prevent such conduct
t> this.

Lewis of Harrison thought if the Chief Magistrate 01

J'*1*Oinuiionwoalth could not discharge his constitutional
.actions m this city, the Boat of government should be loca-

rift where. Tic Prosecuting Attorney of the city was at
s mevtinir. and made an Inflammatory speech; the Mavor

*"slsoth»ie; and others whom he could name xvere there,

'^touted volunteer companies were about the city, and,
*'¦'*> 'tie exception of Capt. Nimtno'a, none went forward to
'jtol the tsiub. Where was tho moral sense of the city? Let
' O'jt he osid, then, thnt this meeting was the rabble of the
C !!.it was her best citizens. He was prepared to say, that

"^Governor Johnson occupied the position he now occu-
M-noBeuf ihu citizens of Richmond, or of any ether place,
Jtiiabe yuiK-red to be thus maltreated; but he (Governor

S!i,'r') scorned to make use of the powers vested in him
,Seytnti.ander-in-chief of the State forces, a-»ainst her citi-
Wnwho were thus acting. It was the sovereignty of the
.»'J* that was wounded. The city Prosecutirg Attorney
wjJethat mob, in the City Hall,an inflammatory speech, and

'_n they were in the grounds of the Governor's House,
ha: jsnse gentleman rn>ide them a milk-and-cider speech..

ti> .
not !o them, when perpetrating such deeds,

at the sovereignly of the State, through her Governor,
ond be wounded and insulted.that two sick females were

^"i*t house.but he told them not to mar the beautiful
''"Jituic whic'i the people of Richmond had builtas the hab-
¦» Ion of the Governor of tho Commonwealth. Let it not

then, ihat this mob was not a fair exponent of the
"'¦tens of this place.Mr. Rr bins, x of Richmond City said that such citizens

hnd conversed with yesterday on the subject, had
bought it best not to add to the size of the meeting by go-
,t!? to it, out diminish Us size by staying away. This
cou'Be. it wuj thought would muke it what was sometimes
'^.d a flash in the pan. It had never occurred to him
|fct if a meeting was held, anything moro could be done
r,n to psss some resolution expressive of their opinions .¦

' hid nut entered into his mind that any of the meeting
*'i!d afterwards jjo that night to the Governor's house..

he anticipated such a thing, although very little given
^ it tending nijjht meetings, he might and probably would

^e gone out to do what ho could to induce those present
' iftly ,rt disperse.

Asoebsun of Richmond City hoped the gentleman
':i" Harrison would not repeat the annunciation that tbe

^ of last evening was a fair exponent of the citizens of

Jir. Lewis said, from the facts in his possession, he thought
>

of Richmond were accountable lor this con-

^t. The papers, VVhig or Democratic, that permitted such
J* 88 were made to be inserted in their columns, commlt-
>lljOU,"*e- He thought it proper to say, in regard to

^ Celegaies from the city, that their non interference was
mission 0f duty, not a commission of crime on their

hoped the resolutions would pass.
r- hite of Hanover, offered a substitute for the origi-

¦*'resolutions.
'.to ^Eak" 8,ale(l»' *08 not in order to offer a substi-
ir "w' "lc ",ol'on of tho gentleman from Richmond City,
Mr t(BlN9"N') Has disposed of.

<.n
' "N$0K Richmond City, then withdrew his mo-

^ Hite °f Hanover, did not hold the citizen* of Rlch-
ap0urUablu for what certain people of the city had
Me thought it was a parly movement, to a very greii
lo influence the coming contest. He did not think

ihc capital ought t.> be moved. Hedld not think the res lu-
tions under consideration in a proper form and would rot

support litem. Mr. W. concluded by ollering the following:
Whereas, it is currently reported, that the nublic ground*

of the copiiol of thl* State, and tiic executive mansion, weie
invaded and the Governor of this commonwealth grossly
insulted, on ihe night of Friday, the Till instant, by u law¬
less mob,
Be it therefore Resolved by the General Assembly, That a

Committeeol three on the put of the Senate and five on
the part of the House of Delegates, be appointed to enquire
into the facts of the alleged outrage, with nowcr to send for
persons and papers, and to report whether anv, and If any,
what proceedmgs ought to be taken by the Legislature in
relation thereto, and to prevent the recurrcnce of similar
outrages.

iMr. Robinson jf Richmond City, said he thought the
gentleman mistaken in supposing that what had been said
and done against the Governors action, was the wotk of
men politically opposed to tho Governor. The President of
the meeting was of the Democratic party, and tho opinions
which he had heard t-xpressed by citizens of Richmond
against the Governor's action came in full proportion from
that party. T e opinions which he had heard express; J by
shem on that subject, it seemed to him were governed main¬
ly n, their views on the subject of elave-y.their views of
what was required by sound poiicy, in reierencc to the rela¬
tion between muster and slave.
Mr. RoniNeoN said that he should willingly vote for the

substitute ottered by the gentleman from Hanover.
Mr. Bordett of Taylor, would support the resolution of

"ie gentleman from Hanover (Mr. White) is an indepen¬
dent proposition; but riot as a suostiiu!'; for the original reso-

.ution. He had long thought the capital ought to be moved.
Mr. Butler rose, and, tn substance, suid: I desire, Mr.

Speaker, to make a single remark in reply to the question
propounded by the gentleman from Harrison, (Mr. Lewis.)
In the course of that gentleman's address, ju?t made to the
House, he astkfd the question, where were the three represent¬
atives of the city when the rsgracoful and '...trageoUH pro¬
ceedings took place last nigr. , on tho Capitol ^quarc, aud on
the grounds in front of and around the Kxccutive Mansion f
For inystif, sir, 1 will atiswr-and say, that I was a mile from
the scene of those disturbances; (hat I aid not attend the in¬
dignation meeting held last night, nor have I ever attended
an indignation meeting of any kind, and but rarely attend
meetings of any other character or description at night. 1
will also further inform the gentleman from Hanison, that
the three representatives of this city in this House, form no
part nt the police force of this city, that they should b«j ex¬

pected to attend upon all public meetings for the purpose of
suppressing any disorders that ntay grow out of the proceed¬
ings of such meetings.

Sir, I did not attend the meeting held last night, and I
saw nothing of the outrages that followed tho adjournmeni
of that meeting; and if many of tho98 who did attend.out
of mere curiosity no doubt.had pursued the same course
and remained at home, the probability is, that those outra¬
ge# never would have been committed. For it must forci¬
bly strike the minds of gentlemen, that nothing was better
calculated to stimulate and urge on the mob to acts of dis¬
order and violence than tho presence in their midst of large
numbers of citizens and others, seemingly acting with them,
or sympathizing with them in their act^. And, sir, it was

impossible for the mob to Vnow whether the large
masses of persons there assamt vd, really sympathized with
them in their proceedings or not.they could not tell.
In conclusion, I will add.that no one can more h';art!!r

condemn than I do.and no one more deeply regret than I
do, ihe disgraceful occurrences which took place last ni^ht
within the public 6quaro and in tront of tho Kxocutive Man¬
sion.

I sincerely and deeply rrgrat the indignities there offered
the Chief Magistrate of the State.
Mr. Robinson of Richmond ci'y, intended to fsy more;

but thought it hardly necessan after the remarks of his
colleague. The gentleman from Harrison (Mr. L ,) says
this outrageous conduct resulted iVoin an omission on the.
part of tho city representatives, Trim annunciation wutilu
bring us buck to the question, what was necessary to pre¬
vent the mob! Mr. R., had conversed with several gentle¬
men on the street; and they thought very one should stay
away. He did stay away, and ttvss proceedings were car-
ried on. He seldom went to public meetings, but if he had
anticipated that such conduct would have characterized the
evening, he would have departed from his regular habit and
tried to quell this meeting if possible. The gentleman from
Hanover (Mr. White) was mistaken, when he said that this
meeting was gotten up by the Whig party; there were a

great many Democrats there, and one of the strongest in
the city presided. He was compelled to vote against the
original resolutions on account of the strong language used;
but would support his substitute.
Mr. Wallacr of Petersburg was much excited by the con¬

duct of the mob last night, but a great part of it hud worn
off by the course of the delegates from tho city of Richmond
on the floor this morning. He witnessed the outrage of last
evening perpetrated. The Mayor and prosecuting Attorney
of the city were mingling in the crowd, two as gentle peace
officers as he ever had seen. A petition for this negro that
had been sentenced to he hung was brought to Gov. John¬
son, signed by the most respectuble lawyers and citizens of
the city, who, as most men would have been, was inclined
to mercy. In voting for the resolution under consideration,
the question recurred how far these outrages were indenti-
fied with the citizens of Richmond. Their conduct has been
denounced by the representatives of the city, and we should
hear more from her people, beforo any decisive step should be
taken; therefore, he waBin favor of delaying the resolutions, il
they wero anything else but resolutions of enquiry. would
not vote against the original resolutions at this time. Until
the people of Richmond took sortie other stups than those at

present known, he thought they were accountable. He
would vote for tho substitute at another timo, but not at

present.
Mr. Martz of RockinglB^, was compelled to vote against

the substuatoand lor the original resolutions at the present
iimc.
Mr. Lewis of Harrison, thought the House ought to act

by the facts of the case at present known, and not by the
anticipated action of the people of the city. He would sup¬
port the resolutions of tho gentleman from Hanover, (Mr.
White,) as a substantial proposition, but not us a substitute!.
Mr. McDosald saiil h-j would vote f..r the resolutions of

the member front Harrison. It was time to act promptly,
when the Governor could not execute the lnv and perform
the trust confided to hitn, unless menaced by threats by an

infuriated mob. It is in vain to disguise the fact, and gen¬
tlemen will in vain palutte the circumstances. This city
can, of all others in the Union, only claim the distinction ol

surrounding the mansion of the Executive and threatening
him with violence, lor performing a trust tiiey themselves
itave eonfided to hitn. When 1 first heard of the sentence

of the slave, I formed my opinion of the case from the re¬

ports of tho city press and from street rumor, and 1 believed
that ho deserved the sentence I was also urged by a distin¬
guished gentlemen of the city, as a friend of the Governo-,
to call on him and express the views and feelings of the
community. I refused to do it, as 1 felt that it was none of

my business, and 1 knew the Governor well enough to know
that he would be alone guided by what his head and heart
told him was right. Since the commutation of punishment,
I have examined the official record and evidence, and I bold¬
ly any that a clearer esse for executive clemency could not

t»e presented; and I am sustained in this opinion, by 1 be¬
lieve a very large majority of this House, a* well as by the
most distinguished citizens of Richmond. Tho petition was
-igned by all or nearly all, of the Clergy of your city.by »¦

majority of the liar who heard tue trial.by the ex-Attorney
General of the State, and many of your best citizens, and
why do you mob the Governor? Why not inob those also
who were parli;eps criminis in this supposed outrage ?

Sir, X hold this city responsible, for this low, miserable,
greasy.filthy mob. You have the atitho:ity to putitrlown,
md the petitioners are particularly culpable. They should
have attended the meeting in the City Hail, and sustained
the Governor in doing what they had asked of him, but, in¬
stead of that, they were quietly sitting at home. Have you
no police? Why did not tho city fathers do their duty?
Sir, I have heard that after the mob had for more than an

¦jour, groaned, hissed, and Invited :he Governor to come oui

md be hung, and rode or. a rail, a distinguished officer calmly
remarked, "gentlemen, I think it is time to retire."

Is the epithet of abolitionist to be incessantly applied to

the Governor, and the whole West? I tell you it comes
with a bad grace from this hybrid city, overrun with yan-
kees and German societies. This city is not to be trusted
on the slavery question, and no portion of the State is more
true than the West; and the county in which I have the hon¬
or in part to represent has ^rctofore shown its fidelity to

the East by sending four companies to Norfolk to protect
votir peculiar property.

1 rejohv? that the Governor did not call out the State
Guard. Public sentimont will sustain him. I saw him this
morning sitting calmly in his mansion. He informed me that
while ha would sro that the humblest citizen should be pro-
ected at all hazards, lor himself he would rely upon the sober
judgment of the people of Virginia, responsible as he was

to them and to Gwl. If the dregs nnd scum of society
think they can frighten the Governor out of his duty, I tell
them they have mistaken the man.
Mr. Gaiibett of Halifax said when you moved the capi¬

tal, you interfered with other people besides the p#:>ple of
Richmond. If you wanted to punish th«m do not puulsh
his constituents. He would support the substitute, believ¬
ing it covered every thing necessary.
Mr. Howebton of Halifax would vote against the original

resolutions, bat would support the substitute. II the capi¬
tal is moved every time there is a mob, It had better be an

itinerant vehicle. Ho thought the guilty should bo pun¬
ished, but the innocent let alone. Moving the capital would
interfere with other people beside the people of Richmond.
He thought Richmond for its inhabitants would compare
favorably with any other place. There had been mobs in
Grayson and in Culpeper counties, much worse than this
one.

Mr. Bahbopr of Culpeper said he thought tho gentleman
from Halifax stepped out of his way when he arraigned the
mob in Culpeper before this House, and said it was much
worse than the one which occurred here Inst evening .
When the facts of the two oaf* were Cfnuiderod, the mob
in Culpeper was not at all a parallel. He would support
the original resolutions, and if the committee made a favor-
uble report, he would support thut.

Mr. Roiinson of Richmond, said he should not have
troubled the house further on the subjcct, but for the remarks
which the gentleman from Culpeper had made es to the
mob in that county, and his representing it as as falling fur
short of what hod occurred in Richmond. In Culpeper a

free negro was convicted ofmurder on evidence which the bu-

preme criminal tribunal declared was plainly insufficient to

warrant tha verdict, and the verdict was therefore set aside.
The jury a second time found against him, and the supreme
criminal tribunal of tho State a second time set aside the

verdict. Without waiting for a third trial, the mob took the

negro out of jail and put him to death. If in Richmond
those who went to the Governors house and made a noise

there, had in addition taken the negro who was the subject
of Executive clemency, and put him to death, then we should
have had a case somewhat parallel to that which had occur¬

red in Culpeper. The gentleman from Halifax (Mr. Howui-

ton) had forcibly alluded to this Culpeper case, and to what

had occurred in Grayson, to show the impropriety of mak¬

ing what had occurred in Richmond the basis of resolutions
looking to a removal of the seat of government. Like that

gentleman, he (Mr. R.) would not justify or defend the tu-

maltaoua conduct of thoa« who approached the Executive

mansion lost night. But he thought ihat whatever actum
was proper, would In had under the resolutions of the gen¬tleman from Hanover.

.

'

Mr. LeakeoI Goochlmd was in favor of the .substitute
until the lust three speeches made by the gentleman Irom
Richmond city, (Mr. Robins n.) and the two gentlemenfrom Halifax, (Messrs. Garrett and Howkbton.J who |>utsuch a light stress upon this outrage, that he waJ now com¬
pelled 10 volo for the original resolutions. Because the
Chief Executive of the Commonwealth, under the solemni¬
ty of an oath, in n manner which he though', satisfactory
and proper, looked into the case of this near" and pardoned
him, hia residence is assaulted and heaps of opprobrium load¬
ed on him to his face. The reports we have of this meetingtell us that after it had bein discussed and talked ol throughthe streets there was never assembled such a large and r«-s-
peetablea meeting in the city before. After which, a part of
the. meeting assembled aund the Governor's mansion, and
threatened to inflict the punishment on him that the criminal
would have received but for ihi; executive clemency. lie
would vote for tho original resolution at presmt, and sus¬
tain an unfavorable report of thn committee, if propergrounds were not taken bv tiie people of Richmond.
Mr. Howegtov askrd ii the gentleman fiom Goochland

wirliti uie capital moved on account of the mohl
Mr. I "ake said he intruded to vote for toe original reso¬

lutions, and ii iiie cosiiioit'wc made a favorable "

wc jld vote : -r that also.
Mr. Bahb.hm. did not recognise the right ol the

gentleman from iwhuiond city (Mr. Robinson* ) to arraign
the people of Culpeper upon ihn subject relericd to by that
gentlemen, or upon any other. If he hid proposed to remove
t' capital to Culpeper, th> n the gentleman's remarks might
have had, what you, Mr. Speaker, denominated this morn¬
ing, » remote pertinence. But even then tho connection
would havo been remote and illogical. This argument then
would be, that because, in Culpeper, a degraded and cnnvic-
tod free negro murderer had b^m mobOod, the mob spirit w;ia
as bad there as it is in Richmond, where the Governor of the
common wealth had been mobbed on nccount of the exer¬
cise of his constitutional functions, without waiting to hear
nny defence from him. There w,a intelligence enovgh in

Culpeper, if there was not in Richmond, to distinguish be¬
tween a convicted Iree npgro assassin whose hands were
dyed with the biood of one of bur best citizens, and the un¬
stained and unsuspected Chief Magistrate, whose only of¬
fence was that he had shown mercy to the unfortunate. But
the gentleman's remarks about the Culpeper mob had no
proper connection with the subject, were uncalled for ""'lout
of place. It became his duty, however, to notice what had
h..en an id. Ho deplored that affair as much as any one,
and had he been presont would.have united his elbirts with
those of other gentlemen who did endeavor to dissuade ikc
party from proceeding. Ho would declare here and every¬
where else, that there were many palliating circumstance* to
excuse the violence to which those people were driven .ar
mora than existed in this Richmond case. With the leave
of tho House he would relate the leading laets.
The Speaker told Mr. B. that ho would be out of

order. (Cries of' Lca'-e,'1 "Leave.")
The Chair. The gentleman can proceed.
Mr. Bardocr. One of the most respectable and promis¬

ing voting men in the county had been murdered in the dtep
hour of the night, by a fr.*e negro. His own blood marked
the path which wa3 traced the next morning by his friends
nnd relatives. His mangled body was found stowed away
like <'nt ofn slaughtered nog. Strong circumstantial testi¬
mony immediately pointed to a free negro, who was notori¬
ous for his evil deeds, and had been lynched in all the neigh
boring counties. Ho was arrested at onee. On that day the
unarmed hand of the law held the negro sale, in the very cir¬
cle of friends and relatives, who were paying the last res¬
pects to tie mangled corpse of young Miller. If the Rich¬
mond m smrit had been there lhat day. the fr. e negro
would i.tv : jen put to death without a tri il. in the mi'.st
.if ill . er .,ed crowd, the law was stronger In hehalr of n
r**e ..egro, than it was in Richmond lust night in behalf of

. he Governor of the Commonwealth. The negro was tried
bv thr Inferior and Superior Courts ol that county. He was
ably defended. The Judge was exceedingly cautious in the
selection of a jury. was convicted <*1 murder iri t.itj first
degree. Tho Court was appealed to, and eon firmed th* ver¬
dict in emphatic terms. An appeal was then taken to the
General Court, on written testimony, the omission of a

slight circumstance in the chain of circumstantial testimo¬
ny would destroy the whole. The General Court overruled
the decision of'the Judge and Jury, and granted a new
trial The Court th»-n scut out of Culpeper to Madison
for the next Jury. A number of the most respectable citi¬
zens of Madison, including some Justices of the Beace,
were summoned. Mr. B.'s colleague, in the late reform
convention, (Gen. R. A. Banks,) was the foreman of that
Jury. After what the Judge pronounced one ol the ablest
defences be had ever heard, that Jury again found the free
ne«ro potilty of murder in the first degree. The General
Court again set aside tho verdict. In the mean time, other
midnight murders were taking placu there, and in some of
the neighboring counties. A young man was murdered in
his bed" as was generally believed, bv negroes, a short time
before the mob. No man knew when his own door sill
would be wet with the blood of his own family, shed by
the hands of the midnight assassin. It was under these cir-
cums'anccs thu the numerous friends and relatives of t:ie
murdered man determined to take the law into their own
bands. Werfl not these circumstances calculated to excite
and delude the passions of men so situated? 'I his armed
crowd went into a defenceless village and broke open the Jail.
There was not an organized military company in the ««'«">-

iv The people of the village were wunout arms.
¦.o'uld only persuade, and every act ol persuaaion and re-

monstrance was resorted to.
How does this alford any parallel to toe c.sgrace.ul scene

.hat occurred here last night. I can appreciate im position
of the gentleman from Richmond. I,e feels t..at his
constituents are discredited by those scenes, andlis anx oos
to find something some where that is alinos. .^bao. Hi. .n

.n u wrong trail when he goes to Ciilperer. l ie Governor
had spilled no man's blood. He. had done lo.enco t > n<

one He had simply exerted the mild oud o=..v.:nly qu ,ity
of mercy . And it was that which excited the passions ol
the Richmond populace. He held down the veil which was
about to be liftfd between this poor negro an«. e.ernit>. I
was this that rindt! hltn the ob|nct of the bad passions w.neh
congreratcd the mob la«t night. That moh did not a^.itthe Governor's defence when they wore informed by a gen¬
tleman in the rn-cting that the record and petition would be
nut this morning in the Enquirer. 'I hey mobbed an '»n°-

ienl man without a hearing, and I am to be told that they
¦ire no worse than my constituents, who nobbed a murderer

after he had been twice tried and convicted.
Mr Howertok of Halifax, spoke substantially at follows.
Mr'. Speaker-1 am sorrv 1 have t« d.Her on this occasion

with some friends, with whom I often co-op-rate. I rcgu ,

.s 1 stated when first upon the floor, that 11 was not in my

.eat when the original resolutions were oil. .-d and hence
have not heard all that has been urged in their favor. I un

dcrstand however, ihn those resolutions oli:red by my ft lend
from Harrison, (Mr. Lewis,) which have undeniably grown
out of tho mob of lust evening, have in view Hie removal o.

the seat of Government. Sir, I am opposed to the mob and
to the removal of the capital, as a means of redress and
¦diall snppoit tho substitute offered bv my Tru-nt. from Han¬
over (Mr White.) which proposes to r.iisc- a joint commit-
tee invested with power to send (or persons and papers-
eharecd with the duty of ascertaining the persons engatcd
in the riot, and recomaitndingsueh measures ol
and redress, as justice and the dignity of the Commonwealth
demand.

It Is to bo regretted, Mr. Speaker, tint here, in liio heart
of our vond old Commonwealth, a mob lias been raised to

insult her Chief Magistral fur exeiutins; what he dermrd
lud solemn d»:y. Sir, it wus wron;/, grossly wrong and dis¬
graceful, for two or three hundred men !.» assemble around
the mansion of one individual, to insult and attack liini; and
whan i add that they did. in pursuiiii< their purpo«es, insult
and frishten defenceless fenviles, the very le;.st I can say i f
their conduct is, that it was unmanly in the fullest rstonr.
But for t!*i«, is the removal of the capital the proper re¬

medy 7 To remove the capital would be to punish the in¬
nocent with the g iilty.those tim onctrned, as well as those
concerned in th>: riot.my constituents, as well as the riot¬
ers. I humbly submit th at the proper redress for this gross
outrage, is to bring as faraj we can, thoullenders not only to

justice, but in full view of the gaze of public indignation,
and at the same time, not to visit out censure upon those
who are innocent in this matter, as we ourselves. Adopt
the substitute, then, of my friend from Hanover, (Mr.
White,) and your committee can ferrc' out the rioters.report
them to the public.to the law and to justice; and can then
recommend such measures of redress us seem proper.even
the removal of the capital itself, If that seems to be the pro¬
per measure. The original resolutions, however, seem to
look upon this ren-oval of the spb' of Government, us their
primary object, while our first object row, it scents, ought
to he to maintain the dignity of tho chief Executive office
of the State. This object, it appears to me, can bo hettpr
effected by pulling down the 7nob, ra:her than by pulling
down the capitol .by removing the rioters, than by removing
the seat of Government.
What Is tj be gained by n removal of the cr.pital? I sup¬

pose the advocates of these resolutions will claim that we

will escapo mobs, as it was the disgraceful mob of last
evening that gave rise to the resolution*. But can we go to

any spot where we will, for all time, be entirely secure from
mobs? Place the seat ol Government where you will, and
the patronage nnd other circumstance attending it, will in
the course of time, draw a town around it. And I atk if
the city of Richmond will not bear a favorable comparison
with any other city population In the Union of the same
size in regard to the unfrequency of mobs, and {the tincom
monuess of rioting? I beliove, sir, I stato what is true,

(perhaps 1 may be mistaken,) yet I believe it is true, that
during the last half of a century.perhaps, for a longer time
still.while Richmond has been constantly on the increase,
there has not been one solitary mob here for tho purpose of
deterring an ofGccr of the State from the execution of hi*
duties. This 1 think is true, if we except, perhaps, the
burning in effigy of one of the Governors, which, however,
was done in so qiict a way, that it Ins almost passed from
the mem. 'v of man. Mr. Spester, there are miter portion."
of the Stato in which there have been exibited outbursts
against tha law. To show this, I cite the occurrences
which transpired not very long ago in the counties of Cul-
peper and Grayson. I state thi», not by way of censure
upon the citizens of those counties, but to show that even

in the best regulated communities, unlawful outbreaks will
sometimes occur.

Especially do I think it wrong now to determine or to do
ary thing that looks toward* determining to remove the cap¬
ital. To remove the capital would be a punishment to this
whole community, while only a small fragment of it was en-

gaged in tho riot; and while the community as a whole are

denouncing it as disgraceful and reprehensible. Gentlemen
say,.however, that the citizens of Richmond have not ex¬

pressed their indignation to this riot. Sir, give them time
to do thia is in a public form, and if they fail to do it, then
reproach them. But it must he remembered' that this- riot
occurred late during the last night, ar.d hencc they have not

had the necessary time to express in a public manner tho in¬

dignation they feel on account of this outrage. But, sir, are
not the citiznns of Richmond all around this capitol, breath¬
ing their indication and censure upon these rioters In
the galleries and lobbies there is but one tone, anJ that is a

tone of deep censure. Every gentleman in the city with
whom I have conversed, expresses the same warm indigna¬
tion against the lawless riotera ; and my friends, the three

delegate» from this city (Messrs. Ahdkbson, Butlsb and

Hon.ssoj: ) i»r, nSh whom a! me lhi? ron-v11 ,».»:"» tins tl ior, l» ivo siii thai the ciii-amm -I R
blinrovv with detestation Hie riotous proceedings o I,
tdctit. Sir, when 1 tiiu? sue indication in «vuy cor nte

and li- nr it in vf-ry voire, :.r,, ronslrainccUu^ ^ti.at.vi. l ;;.,n are rudi. ailv mistaken when ihijj
to thJs community a want of indiai.aiion at the (Ji^accful
proceeding thai has jmt transpired in t.ietr mid»t.

A*tt,.cfB manor of fi.iaii.a-, 1 w.,u!Ji.s u|»j»*rcd to tho
r< m:'Vi.l of tho capital while we are involved in uUr liea!>Suite debt. It would cost a vast sum of mon-y; but,. w.
cusi Willi it might, 11 1 really thought th« dignity or,- ¦- y
of the <;iii-f Kxecutive c -uld not or would not h. maitntain
l\1 here i.i lli.hnioml, 1 would most assuredly ai.v^iic th-I immediate.noval of the seat of Government to s une oth-'J tov,r, I must bellowed to say hero, tna if we
into the ground thai the caplt. ''^.m. ved fnim
even* place where a mere fraction.a very small fr. c i
ihe community.raises a mob, then we mil place the. low-
t; .n of die r .p.tal and lis permanency whollv in lh« Ull

fauVumca1»Ttal froii/ -hi "|.i^"«ind locate it at Goochland

I " Tj- be btitiu TO build a portable ark, or nn itnura,U
,al M an economical mode by w hsch those chan-es m

,u mn could most .uMly and with least cx;.en-e be ni.ui .B«?X m we am deem...:-to have -

,of Government, I a*k, under present ciic -a *-<
.j.i» a more proper pl .ee than Hi a where llicj put I.... buIdin

imw-tand.wheie tliev can bw-Ki pt standing with. yn m .tanu it

j j t w attend their re-

Si.o is felt a stlong and a burning indignation,on| a^outuof t'le riot ihat has given rise to tins whole proceeding.
My friend front Goochland (Mr. L»n) » J.I

wli'-n he suppose, that my colleague and m
^tl,i* as a small matter. I denounced n«i ..»r ^ {

Lni!."a'Smy friend fr-'m^^'""fc-lv^a 1^to know*cxn::»Ci::lrnl «"r
ijcntiemnn here is a more ardent fr

Kx.cll!ivemaintenance ot the 1
, ine.|i ir, and 1 willoffice. I reprobate he "^^/^-ifeU anVupholl i.^li-cUv^ l!'S-je"he IdelieVt'reunrd for the gentleman WJ®^the incumbent of that office. I am a [''^..'"opp^od to himfriend of that gentleman «,undt.t. .1 I ^1 ^M?Sf.l«^Sl£.|jr of ins sta.ion

'4" .mjlu,« n jeno,.1, ;¦<Sc38S-««r IS.ub.ti.u.o |.rop»«'» >- -
mav aro»,oTVu'^i. i. » prevent <i>e-rcp.-

sent. Ii" Imu U-'ped lhdl ^-c\ ,,f nnrly; but he V'jry""Fh'Mlw!rfnuiThi.'Cw in v"ln- Th° ".'"it!ft.'m ilanovcf lia'ci impuic! !!''¦«. Jr'Iho'f'Ioi'

°>rK... !^:£SSiihat the cuotial sn uld e .< m
i..Ir,i:ol Square last nigiitlqnt-ncn of the procecdin^ o ^b^^ ^{[ [h, KxeemiveBecause a lew |^^'."h^'ri-.v.-Vnor will, insult and indignity,mansion, and trei.t-J trie
s,-.,.uriiv that the seat olis it, therefore, necessary for h a "..ority, 111^ , ^ Mf ygovernuii ni siiould oe ri.mov.

shameful and dis-Sor.Je.nncd the proc, cdmg.i ol ' J Jwl. bt. 9C.graceful, an.! he bcl -ved that a I en^g ^ »f«JJ ,.f 1Ucll.verely rebuked by toe urJer.y »r.d^ , as lht:yUut outbreaks ol his
roguhl,d comm...mo, will sometimes t .k- , -.

rr-osslv unjust to iiassn.ties, and he tlion."ht H wu ' upi')n a whole comniuni-any rrsolutions imp y.n^ cens
^ inlc[:ipcraiety for an act coininittco oy

persons. .. have troubled the HouseMr. MASTV Ha.d llC wo .U no
H.erooatory to thewith any remarks, nut: l r

bofin made by B0Vernl mem-character ot cities, which h
^ nnn jn thc House whob,tsl. He presumed lh^L?a® f Virginia liad been insulteddid not feel tha" every j'* ()f ,j,0 "Gdv,rnor's house lastby the inob outrages in fr

censure upon thenight. But he was not du^P; jert «< ^ tc!s pcr.whole population of Un.h n ,

(J ,hQjr pro_petrattd by a few; and if this II.>u c J.
w,;re the.i tdit-es would be as intemperate as lie n u

proceedings or the indianation mectini, . in^ivi(lua| in»'. M-C M > S,,op».»bloVirginia responsible f
ina..ri and Cross fton«W, 1,1which often weeur ut Coiiu
ppons,ibi,. for the disgracefulhold the people of Kichm'. ^1 Capitol Square lastconduct of a few m(t; » ^ P,0plc did notnight. A more Pe^bl,- °rtl

found in Richmond; nodiftL'aiWiSlIu w>. f-orably in point
of nu.rnls w itli ail ibe

f L,hl! original resolu-Mr. SroAB said hn should w.tt or 'n
tt,at hadlions :,S beiny more fuliv cx''^" vj in|HTiious out-b,,-n olliirt-J, of h.s deep < x trinon ¦ol

^ n,j(rage on which the reso u o

8ho(jlJ (Q commit him-mean, however, by the
was a question of" " l° 1 hV.^conv nier V no o be determined by the de-great public convenience, o

^ intcn(1nionetralions of a la«l«.-<> m^b-a"drps'of the Uirh-!o cs« any impmanon uponJheC^ .\aw-lovin2 .mlm.'.nd c.iuimunity, which he b
^ d not, wouldi..w.ahi.iipgcommunii>, nnd whicii.i.e

^ oV,r.---.thylake no early occasion to f t"( ,luJ (ti3,,rdeily rto'owith, and won'd g'^e "°rcJl' '|'-,,.,ie of tl," Sia-c, and inwhich insulted the Chlof Mn-- "

.le .A|,(lle Snte.insuliing him, ollercu, aiftiul ««d k subglilllIe0l!"-red byThe question sve3 tben i .ken
nves c3 noesMr White of II mover, and it was njecttJ-nycs

,!,c

«Iu vvK- (»r U>c.« resolmluns
meiely a-res .luti.»ns of enquiry.

vo(ojtMr. Anohr-os "f
. ~ii ,hrt people o! Kieh-tz^luSde Of thU lawless mob.

^".Xw'o«VuKihTpoPl<. of». re: ,'Onaibtc
a,cs 72.

.^..C A J

Wednesday, May 12, 13j2.
StEXATC.

Mr. Deneale in tiic Chair.
A communication from the House of Delegates was read.
The ani9»din< nts to the bill In relation to the Bank of the

Old Dominion, &«.. were a»reed to.
The bill in relation to chapter 152 of the Code, was. on

motion of Mr. Thomas, laid on the table.
The n.B'iluiiun frutn the House of Delegates was read as

follows:
Resolved, Tliat when this House tidjotirr.3 on Monday, the

3!*t instant, it will, with the consent of the S'-n-it'1, stand
iuij'Mirncd to the fourth ,Monday in November ni-xr.
The resolution wan discussed by iMossrs. Docglas, Dk-

nbai.k, Ma'On, Catlett, SiiAsrw, Ca mprell, Ambler, and
Daniel, in oppositi"", :tnd hv Messrs. Martin, Thomas,
V» ar,r>, Uroer, Swbenev and Siirrrarr>, in tr.e affirmative.
Mr. Douglas called the ayes and nn«s, and the resolution

was not agreed to. The vote was as follows:
Aves. Messrs. Harnett, Cowan, Crei«;h, PunMen, Gran¬

tham, Greavtr, Hail, Martin, Meredith. Pax ton, Pitman,
Re»er, Sherrard, Sweeney, Tuhb, Tate, Thontas.17.
NoE.i-Messrs. Deneale, (President pro. tem.) Ambler,

I'aerell, Braxton, Brown, Campbell, Catlett, Daniel, Doiih-
Ihs, Layne, Mason, McDearmon, Muneure Parker, Slmnds,
Shefley, Smith, Stuart, Thompson, Ward, Watson. Car.-ir.g-
ton. White.23.
Mr. Amrlf.r, from the Committee of Courts of Justice,

reported sundry bills.
Mr. Pabker, from the Committee of Gencrui Laws, re¬

ported sundry oills.
Mr. Carrington, from the Committee of Banks, reported

sundry lulls.
Mr. Thompson, from the Committee of Agriculture and

Commerce, reported sundry bills.
On motion of Mr. Campbell.Resolved, That th-: com¬

mittee of Roads, &e., enquire into the expediency of chnr-

icrin.ij a company, &c., to construct a Plnnk Road from
Bhcks and White's to some point on ihe Meherrin river.
Mr Mason presentj 1 a petition of School Commissioners

of King George to amend the aet establishing District
Schools in said county; and, a counter memorial of citizens
on the same subject.
On motion of Mr. Mason, icave was civen to bring in a

bill. Committee: Messrs Mason, Thomas and Braxton.
The following bills passed:
In relation to the Bank at Weston, in the county of Lew¬

is. (Mr. Rkser was directed tu inform tho House of its pas¬
sage.)
Laying off into wards those cities and towns, the white

population of which exceeds live thousand, anJ establishing
a separate piace of voting in each.
To incorporate the Amazonian Mail Steamship Company.

[This bill was returned from the House this morning, by
Mr. Anderson of Richmond city, and :;i;;-jn;lod on the mo¬

tion of Mr. Smith ]
Authorising the North River Navigation Company to

construct a bridge at Buffalo, in Roek bridge!
To provide lor ihe election of certain officers in the city of

Norfolk by th'j qualified voters thereof.with amendments.
Mr. Ward moved a reconsideration of the vote rej -etini:

the resolutions from tin House, in relation to adjocrnrnent:
which was, on motion of Mr. Campbell, bid op. the table.
Mr. Brown offered the following joint resolution, which

lies over:
Resolved, That when the Senate adjournson the 9th June,

it will, with the consent of the House of Delegates, stand
adjourned sine die.
On motion of Mr. Sweeney, the Senate adjourned.

HOUSE OF DELEGATES.
Prayer by the Rev. P. DePorrest.
A communication was received from the Senate announc¬

ing the passage in thit body, of the House bills concern¬

ing fisheries in the Potomac river; and an act incorporating
the town of Buchanan in the county of Up?hur; and an act

concerning the hauling of soincs in the Potomac river and
its tributaries, with amendments
The amendments to the House bills were agreed to.

reports or committees.
Mr. Goodz of M., fr"tn the Committee on Finance, re¬

port'd, with a recommendation, that the same be rejected, a

bill from the Senate entitled an act providing for the gener¬
al expenses of Jas. R. Wilson; and, without amendment, a

bill from the Senate to am°nd and add to the provisions of
the act passed April 24, 1352, entitled an act concerning the
commissioners of the revenue; aqd a rpport adverse to the

petition of J. D. D. Rosselt,

iV.T. hauuocr p-esrrited . ofth; trustee* of the
town of Fairfax, for an mnen .linens i.f charter.

.Mr. Eablv. from the Select Committee, presented a hill
to authorise* the Commissioners appointed to hy off the
county of Albemarle into districts, to re-asacmble' for cor-
lain purposes.

BILLS i'A«SEP.
Scni'o bill to incorporate the Marysville Plank Road C>.;*t-

pany, with the nrtiendifieiiie proposed by the Committee of
Roads, &o., was passed. A!so,

I laiHi.- bdl incorporating the town of Shinston in the coun¬

ty of Harrison; and
Senate bill incorporating the Failing Rock Coal Compi-

ny.
After advancinB .1 larro number of bills to different stages,

on motion of Mr. Masskv, the House nrijjurn.d.
[Fnrni die Riclunoud 11 -puiilican ]

PUBLIC MEETING AT THE CITY HALL!
A very large and intelligent meeting of our citizens was

held at the C.ty Hall on Monday afternoon, at 5 o'clock, the
o' ^1 of which was to express disapprobation at the con¬
duct of ceituin persons who, on Friday night last, assrm-
hled around the Governor's mansion, and indulged in noisy
and unbecoming conduct.
Mr. Ro. G. Scctt called tho meeting to order, and on his

motion, Gen. Bernard Peyton was called to tho Chair, and
J- W. Lewellen requested to act as Secretary.Mr. ii. G. Scott then stnted the object of meeting, deeply
regretting that such a scene as described, had taken place in
the city of Richmond.
The City Council had taken action upon the subject, at

their meeting, (which was then in session,) and had desired
him to present a copy of their proceeding* to this meeting,which he did.
They were then road by the Secretary, ns ' 'lows:
" A t a monthly meeting of the Council of i.:u ^»y of Rich-

round, held on Monday, May 10th, 1852: '
".Mr. Robinson submitted ¦'r-s following preamble and reso¬

lutions, and the wms were uoaniinoualy adopted :
"Tho Council of the Ct1;' -f tuennund have learnt that in

the cast of a slave sentenced to death by the Court of flust-
iucsof tliis City, for killing his overseer, the Governor or-
dered a commutation of tho punishment by dire ting him
to be transported beyond tho limits ol the United Sib'oh ;
mat on the night of the 7th inst., there was a meeting u: the
Cite Hull of some of the citizens, who disapproved the
uoiumut ition; and that after the meetingadjourned, there was
101 the same niuht, a tumultuous assemblage at or near the
Governor's house. v\ hatever room there may be for ditlerence
of opinion in regard to the proprioty of the executive action
in tins cap -, we have r.o reason to doubt that the act com-
plained of was done by the Governor in the conscientious
discharge of his duties; it certainly was done in the exercise
of powers conferred on hint by tho constitution and
the laws. If for such an act it was tho object of any of the
assemblage to offer indignity to the Chief Magistrate of the
Commonwealth, or his family, we cannot too atronuly ex¬

press our diapprobation of such conduct. The right of the
people peaceably to assemble at their town hall and express
their opinion as to the exercise of the Executivo pow-er in
the particular case, is unquestionable. But whatever might
be their opinion in renaru to its exercise, there can be no

itioti for the breath of good order on the grounds at-
tachu.i to the Executive mansion. Under tho ordinances of

I the City, it is the duty of the whole of the police to endeav-
or to pre serve the good order and police thereof, und secure
i;s inhabitants from personal violence and their property from

j loss or injury ;*ind the.Mayor has a g"neral superintendence and
control over thai police. Under the law of the STATE.it was his
duly, as a justice of tiie peace, to go among or near to un¬
persons riotously or tumultously assembled, and in ih>-
naiue of the law command them to disperse; and it they did
not thereupon Immediately and peaceably disperse, ht
should have comm tnded the assistance of all persons present,
and of the Seigeant of the Corporation, with bis posse if
m i-.l be; and if farther aid was wanting, tile Sergeant might
have required it from the commandant of the rcjjiment. Jn
respect to the manner in which the duties ot the Mayor
were performed on this occasion, we have not the benefit ol
any written communication from him. Frum such informa¬
tion ns we have received otherwise, we are well satisfied that
the civil power was abundantly auflicient to suppress the as¬

semblage; and we are pleased that the assemblage termina¬
ted without any act of violence to tho person of any one,
and without it being found necessary to call in the aid of the
Military. Whether or no u was terminated as promptly as

it should have been, is a matter about which there tuny be
room for difference ofopinion,and in respect to which i' seems
to us proper to have further and more exact information..
Under these circumstances, resolved as follows :

'1. That the Council are unwilling to believe that any
citizens of this City would offer or desire personal violence
to the Chief Magistrate of ihc Commonwealth, and deeply
regret th.it there should have been any assemblage at or near

the Governor's house which had the appearance of being in¬
tended to oiler indignity to hi.n, or was calculated to annoy
him or his family.

'.2. That the Mayor be requested to furnish in writing to
the Committee of police, u detailed statement of what was

done by him, or by others, on the night of the 7th inst., at
or near tho Governor's house; and thit the said Committee,
after receiving such statement and obtaining any further in¬
formation in their power, recommend to tho Council such
measures as in theiropinion it may be proper to adopt.

"3. That uood order must be preserved in the City, and
in that end the Council will exert its powers, and require
the officers subject 10 its control to perform their duties."
At the conclusion of the reading, Mr. R. G. Scott offered

the following resolution :

Resolved, That this meeting approve the proceedings of
the City Council.
Mr. I. A. Godiiin desired the withdrawal of the resolution.

The change nnde in the hour of meeting from 8 o'clock to

5 o'clock,"I'. M., was not generally known, and he doubted
not there wero hundreds of those who desired to be present,
and who, on coming to the Hall to-night, and finding that
the meeting had been held, would feel exceedingly mortified,
and the result might terminate unpleasantly. He therefore
moved to lay the resolution on the table.

.Mr. Marfarland was surprised that the meeting was not
I. ":'<r, but saw no necessity for postponing action. Those
w|>o wero not present would be satisfied with the measures

adopte f y this meeting, and ho was therefore opposed to

my delay.
Mr. Joseph Mavo desired to know if the preamble and re¬

solutions «'f the Council did more than condemn the action
of persons a round the Gjvcrnor's house. If any reflection
was designed to b>; cast upon the action of the meeting of
Friday night, he would oppose it, but it tho object of the
meeting was merely to censure tho tumultuous gathering on

'.tie public square, then he would go a? far as he who went
farthest in condemning it. But under no circumstances
would he be understood as casting censure upon the people
for doing that which they had a perfect right to do, viz:
peaceably meeting and expressing their disapprobation at

the acts of one of their official functionaries.
Mr. P. R. Grattan was in favor of the resolutions of the

Council, for by them it expressly declared that the people
had 11 right peaceably to assemble and express their opinion
enon the acts of the Governor or any other public func-
lionary.
Mr. ood Bouldin had come to the conclusion, within a

few hours pant, to go for the resolution of the Council. He
was unwilling tc do so while any threat was hanging over

the cttv of Richmond; but after the exciting scums in the
Lcvisi.iture of Saturday, he was pleased to «ce that the Sen-
H'e had laid upon the table the inflammatory resolution of
the Mouse, and he was prepared to condemn the conduct on

titu public square, but he could never be induced to deny the
right ot the people peaceably to assemble, in public meet-

i:ii.'.j, and express their opinions of the acts of their public
otiiri-ra.

Air. it. G. .Scott freely acknowledged the right of the people
tn peaceably ass emble and pass upon theuflicia! acts of public
functionaries. He did nut mean to be understood as con¬

demning the meeting of Friday; for however much he migh'
dilK-r from them in opinion, he did not question their right to

ihe course they had pursued; but he freely concurred in tin
action ot the Council enquiring into the conduct of the offi
e.;rs of the city; and if, on examination, it should turn ou.

that any of them have been derelict in their duty, he was in
favor of arraigning them and holding them up to public
gaze.

Mr. Mayo had opposed the gatherings at the Governor'*'
house, and had used what little influence he possessed, to

disperse it peaceably and quietly. He had been grossl)
misrepresented, both in r.nd out of the Legislature, and he
took the present occasion to say that those who asserted that
he beg::e 1 the crowd not to destroy the beautiful structure

erectcd by themselves, thereby appealing to their pockets
had falsely represented him. He had cone over to thr

square at the solicitation of Mr. VV. F. Ritchie, and as an

o/iicer of the city, did what he could to disperse the gather¬
ing, but lie saw no overt act committed, and ftIt assured

that inost of the noise was created by b>ys. He only re¬

membered two persons that he saw oear the Governor's
mansion, and one of them was the Mayor and the other tin

Coroner of the city. In his official capacity, as Common
wealth's Attorney, he had that day charged the Grand Jury
on the vety subject under discussion, and no eflort on his

part should bo wanting to bring to punishment tnose distur¬
bers of the peace on ttsat occasion. He had been accused
of leading or following at the heels of a mob to the public
square, which asset tion he pronounced as a base falsehood,
emanating from whomsoever it may.
The Council proceedings having been adopted,
Mr. Scott thought as the meeting had gone that far. it was

| proper that it should now go a step farther, and take some

action on their own responsibility. He therefore proposed
| the following preamble and resolution :

"Whercae, this meeting has learned that a number of per¬
sons d;d, on the night of the 7th instant, proceed in a riot-

j otts and tumultous manner into the yard and grounds about

j the residence of the Chief Magistrate ot the State, and did

i there behave in a disorderly and improper manner, uttering
j threat®, and some of them abusive and insulting language
i towards the Governor, and In the hearing of hia family, con-

, .-is:in^in part of females:
"Resolved, That this meeting, for Itself and on Kelt11f of a

vart majority <.{ 'he good people of this city, doth declare i:-

decided und unmitigated condemnation of the proceedings o:

nil concerned in the disorderly and riotous conduct above al¬

luded to, and they entertain the confident hope and expecta¬

tion that the civil authorities of our city, heretofore so re¬

markable for its good order and rcspect for the laws of our

eountry, will adopt efficient measures tor the preventing the

recurrence of such scenes."
Mr. Scott advocated the adoption of this resolution with

much feeling, and thoueht it was due to the good standing
of the citizens of Richmond, that some such action should
be had to wipe out the stain which had been placed upon her

by the action of the m-jb on Friday night last.

Mr. BoulJin would not consent to the adoption of any¬

thing that misht by implication censure the people for their

meeting held on Friday night last. They had e*ercised an

undoubted right in holding that meeting, and could not b"

held responsible lor anything done by persons after its ad-

j jurnment. IN'o language couid be too strong to use agains'
the mob, if any existed, around the Governor'.* house on the

nUht alludid to.
Mr. Mayo concurred with Mr. Bouldin, and proposed as

an amendment t j Mr. Scott's resolution, the lollowing:
'"2d. But this meeting does not mean to declare that ihe

meeting assembled here on Friday night last was a mob, ot

that that meeting assembled for any purpose of creating c

'row or an uproar*.but to exercise their undoubted right o;

expressing tlu-ir opinions freely up n the public ^ .3 of a
public functionary."
Mr. I'cwhVitti -brrts objected to the resolution and

amendment, ami o fibred ns a substitute for them the follow¬
ing which he hoped would be accepted:
"Fosolved, Uy this meeting, that while we condemn .'

riotnus or tumultuous assemblage nt tlio Governor'.. .. jso
.)R Friday nigh', the ?th inst., ..c see nothing in the
m. if the people at this hall on that night to disapprove
or l ..U'.'rnn."

-Mr. a.. declined accepting ilie substitute. It was not
strong enough in denunciation of ihe mob tor him.

Mr. Roberts did not tare how strong the denunciations
were made of ihe mob, so that this meeting endo: a the
action of the meeting of Friday ni-ht last.

Air. Macf.irl.iuj could not see ilic necessity for referring
tu the meeting ot Fruiay night. >\o one questioned ttv
right of the people to meet peaccably and pass upon the
acts of their official functionaries; but he hoped this meeting
would not be called upon to sanction the action ot a for;.'
one, for that was an entirely different thing. He hoped the
gentleman who oliered the substitute would withdraw it for
the present, ns the better plan would be to adopt it as an in¬
dependent resolution.

Mr. Roberts accordingly withdrew his suhsuiute.
Mr. Mayo renewed it at once, rle could not vote for any

thine tint by possibility might be tortured into a censure ot
the meeting of Fridiv night.

Mr. Scott was surprised at tV course pursued by Mr.
Mayo, for he had been informed that Mr. M. had seen the
first resolution >. lered, and had tully concurred in it; but now
he was for expressing only a slight condemnation ol the mob
on Hie"public square.

Mr, Mayo. Not so. Condemn the ntob as strnngly as

y»v .nay, but 1 will sanction n lifting that can be conHtrucd
into a reflection upon the con>'jet of that meeting. He then
withdrew Mr. Roberts' subsf.uie, nt the instance of friends,
which he had renewed, though he fully concurred in tlio sen¬
timents it expressed.
Mr. Houl.lin then offered the following rcoolut'as ho

had originated the i'er»ate, believing it would meet the views
of every "ntleman present:

"Resolved, That in thus condemning the proceeding* on
the public tquare, this meeting Hoes not intend to condemn
the meeting of the people in this place on Ftlday night last,
out, on the contrary, claims it as their unooeaiionnble right,
as they did on that occasion, peaceably to together, and
firmly and decidedly to express their opinion of tt.e public
conduct of a public officer."

Mr. Ly ons thought the adoption of the Council resolu¬
tions was all that was necessary to do on the present occa¬

sion. Those resolutions were to ascertain the facts, and un¬

til that was done ho did not feel disposed to go further. Ho
was not willing to put upon the record that the fair escut¬
cheon of Richmond had been stained by the lawlessness ot u

mob, until the facts were known. He had been living in
this city from boyhood to the present moment, and lor the
first time, has she been accused of having a mob with her
limi's. Who was it that had seen a mob assembled about
the Governor's house! He had this day called on Governor
Johnson to pay him his respects; and could say from exami¬
nation, that not a shrub, or a rose bush had been broken
down by this mob who had invaded the Executive premises.
He had been credibly informed by a gentleman who was an

eye-witness, that had tile spectators of that acme retired,
inuny of whom were members of the Legislature, the disor¬
derly person#, most of whom were boys, would have shrunk
away from mere insignificance. Hut ail this fu>-s has not

been mode because a few boys chose to invade the Gover¬
nor's premises and become a little noisy. There was more
uehind the scene than that. From the time he could re¬

member, the cry of "remove the capital," "remove the capi¬
tal," had been ringing in his ears. Ho would say, remove it

and welcome. Let them remove it as soon as possible. Ha
heard u satire a few days ago I'rom a gentleman connected
with the legislature, which he thought exceedingly appro¬
priate. Said the gentleman, he did not know at first, if it
w.ir« to l.»e removed, where they would carry it- whether to

Oulpeper or to Grayson; upon consideration, however, he
beli-v- d he .voulJ prefer Gmyson, as the limb at that place
had ordered the riot act to oc rend tithe Judge and the
Court, t-' peiso. If the C'a. it.il wa<t to be removed for so

.rivial an oil-sc, U would he best to mako It portable, so

thit it coul.1 ne rcinov-x* hi plei-mre, as it would be n diffi-
I'ulc task to find a pl»ce id' thirty or futiy ''i 'tisarid inhabi¬
tants, where, the ci'iyns were so universally qu.et and el¬

derly. K« therefore ;i..»ved to lay the resolutions on tr- vi¬

le. Or, if an act of eensure must bo passed, lie hor .t

would be worded so as tosay, notous and disurderl . vs.

Mr. Mayo find been cilied before the- Grand Jury. >t-r.-,
on his oath, he statid that he knew only two perso, m the
assemblage about the Governor's nouse. He d:<' iu'y s.."te

one call out for ''three groans for old Joe J..hr~D»,'' which
was succeeded by a very disagreeable, t; noise, but he
could not pretend to say from whom thisc-U was made.

Mr. G. IS*. Johnson thought tho Council proceedings am¬

ply sufficient, and us they had been passed, he moved that
the meeting adjourn.
The motion was put and lost.
Mr. Roberts renewed his resolution and urgpd its passage.

He wished to condemn the mob, If there had been any, but
lie was near the Governoi's house at tho time, ar.d neither
*a.v nor heard anything that could characterize the gather¬
ing a mob.

Mr. Maefarland thought tho conduct at the Governor s

house was so disorderly, that it became tho citizens of Rich¬
mond, in meeting assembled, to disapprove of and dis> oun-
tenance it. Ho hoped, therefore, the resolution ol Mr. Scott
would pass
Mr. R. B. Shelton offered the following preamble and re¬

solutions, which were road by tho Secretary:
"Whereas, it is trie right of the people of Virginia peacea¬

bly to assemble and to express their approbation or dl»op
probation of the official acts of their public officers or ser¬

vants ; therefore Resolved,
"1st. That the meeting of the people of Richmond held in

this Hall on Friday night Inst, was a proper exercise of their
inalienable right.

"2d. That the Governor of Virginia in commuting the
punishment of the negro si tve Jordun Hatcher, acted un>

wiselv, imprudently, and that the consequences of this act of
clcmency is fraught with the very worst consequences to this
community and is, therefore, condemned.

"31. That while we demand and will exercise the right
claimed in the tirit resolution, arid will upon all proper oc¬

casions exorcise that right, yet at the 3-.me time self respect,
the peace and safety of our families and firesides and the ro-

spcct and allicion for our State, rtquiru of us to condemn
every breach ol law and order.

"4th. That those persons who entered the premises of tho
Governor's mansion on Friday night last, and olie-rrd insult
to the inmates, were a disgrace to themselves and the State,
and their conduct!- condemned by this meeting."

After reading the resolution, Mr. Shelton attempted to fol¬
low them up with remarks, but all we could hear, "the noise

ane ^infusion" being terrible, was something about the "iiis-a-
in" of geese," followed by violent gesticulations, awful Incs-
es°and an innumerable quantity el yells, which, alter n dea-

p'rate and determined resistance, eventually overpowered
the speaker, and he was compelled to take his seat.
Mr. UouUlin said he was an xio js to get the action "t the

meeting, and he therefore offered the following resolutions,
prepared by Mr. Scott, having first stricken out the objec¬
tionable part. , -

"Whereas, this meeting have learned that a number 01 per¬
sons did, on ihe night of the 7th Inst., proceed, in a tumult¬
ous manner, into the yard and grounds ubout the resident-,
of the Chief Magistrate of the State, and did there behave in

a disorderly and improper manner;
"Resolved, That this meeting, for itself, and on behalf ol a

vast majority of the good people of this city, doth declare its
decided and unmitigated condemnation of the proceedings
of all concerned 111 the disordetly und riotous conduct above
illu icd to, and they entertain the confident hope und expec¬
tation that the civil authorities of our city, heretofore so re¬

markable for its good order and r.spect tor the laws ol our

country, will adopt efficient measures lor preventing the re¬

currence of such scenes."
This resolution, on being put to vote, was decided in ine

Dr. Gooch then moved to lay all the resolutions on the

table, and he read one which he said he would offer as a sub¬

stitute. The motion prevailed by a decided mojority.
Dr. Gooch then offered the following :

"He it resolved by the people of Richmond, in meeting as-

"1st. That the cltizons of Richmond deprecato and de¬

nounce all riots, mobs and disorderly assemblages, arid they
:eol confident thit no act will be or has been committed
which can stamp upon the city the stigma ot a

"2d. That the people, or any portion of them, have

right, at nil times, to meo' and express their opinions on any
mbiect but that the citizens, or those participating in audi

meeting ought not to be held responsible for any riotous
proceedings which may be committed by a separate and dis¬

tinct crowd" .

These resolutions were passed by an overwhelming ma¬

jority. whereupon, on motion oi Dr. Gooch, tne meeting ad¬

journed.
The military were on parage for a short time las! night, to

extend protection to Gov. J< hnson. If his> consciences i* as

clear of wrong, as his person Is of danger from the citizens
of Richmond, he should he a very happy and contented old

gentleman. Possibly it would be u good plnn for his Ex¬

cellency to compose 1'or himself a body guard out ol some of
those daring spirit* who so bravely espoused his cause on

Saturday last..f Yesterday'a Republican.
The Republican ie entirely mistaken. The military were

not ordered out "to extend protection to Gov. Johnson.".
It is well known that Gov. J. promptly declined the tender of

military aid, to protect himself.at the same time declsting

j that he should exert all hia power to protect any other citi¬

zen from assault. The Adjutant-General informs us that

Governor Johnson knew nothing of the military having been

ordered to be in readiness. That was done by the Mayor,
seconded by an order of the Adjutaot-General, on his own

responsibility. Respectable citizens had represented to

them that disturbances might be expected on Monday night,
i and our citizen soldiery promptly and quietly awaited orders

until 11 P. M., when they were dismissed. This is the sum

and substance of the whole matter, which has been much

misunderstood. Justice to all parlies requires this simple
statement.

It has been publicly stated that at Mr. Miyo'a factory on

Monday, one of the overseers was very seriously injured by
one of the slaves in the factory, while attempting to chas¬

tise the shve for miscoiid'ict, and that the negro escaped.
also that "blood had b;en shed." Mr. Mayo called yester¬

day to lnfoim us that ih«s aff»ir, very much exaggerareA **** s

the cise of a lame negro wuo had been very mu.h inouUed

.that the negro was f verely chastised and had uot es.*a-ed

.and that the circumstance, occurring at any other moment

than the present when the public mind is painfully eicited,
would scarcely have attracted any notice.

We are requested to state rhit Dr. itlauplc, member from

Cabell county, has been called home In consequence of tho

illness of a member of his family.


